D uf to n Wate r S uppl y
The water supply in Dufton is believed to have
been established in the 19th century by the London
Lead Mining Company. The Company, which held
mining rights in the region was largely financed by
Quakers and was well known for its philanthropic
works. In Dufton these included building cottages,
a school, reading room and encouraging miners to
grow their own food. The clean water supply that
the Company installed was undoubtedly important
in preventing the cholera outbreak in the mid 19th
century from becoming as severe as it was in other
parts of the country.
The water was drawn from springs on pasture
fields above the village and carried in pipes to four
reservoirs. Over fifty houses in the village received
a clean water supply. The water system was
maintained and repaired but by the early 20th
century it was showing signs of age and there were
complaints of discolouration and an insufficient
supply in summer. A new water supply system was
in use by the beginning of the second world war
and the old system fell into disuse.

There is an inscription on the fountain
that reads:

DUFTON
VILLAGE

“There is a clear pool, whose waters gleam like
silver. It is not tainted by the shepherds, or by their
she-goats grazing on the mountain. Nor is it
muddied by cattle, or by birds or wild animals, or by
a branch fallen from a tree”.
Fons est inlimis, nitidis argenteus undis
Quem necque pastores nec pastae monte capellae
Inficiunt. Aliudve pecus: quem nulla volucris
Nec fera perturbat: nec lapsus ab arbore ramus
Taken, but slightly altered, from Ovid’s
Metamorphoses, Bk.III.

The four reservoirs and taps still exist but no longer
function. They can be seen at the locations in
Dufton indicated on the map. (Note: at location 5
there is an additional trough which is not shown)
The fountain on the green was originally a horse
trough and was erected about 1858 by Mr
Wallace, an agent for the London Lead Company.
The syke carried water through the village. There
are still some sections visible (see map) and some
sections still exist underground. The water
eventually reaches a beck that supplied water to
the mill in the ghyll. At various points in the village
there were deep places in the syke to enable
inhabitants to fill their buckets more easily.

Further information about Dufton and its history
can be found on the Dufton village website:
www.duftonvillage.info
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